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Public Interest Test  

Recommendation(s) a) Amend the grant condition such that the SDF 

Award can be matched prior to project 

commencement by match funding confirmed in 

writing from any source. 

 

 

 

 

1.1 Introduction or Background 

 

The attached SDF Application was approved by the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 

on 23rd January 2018 at an EGM subject to match funding from Powys County Council, for 



which there had been initial indications of possible support.  It has now been confirmed that the 

match funding bid via Arwain has not been successful. 

 

1.2 Proposals 

 

The application is to support the production of a feasibility study for the establishment of a 

Black Mountains College in the Talgarth area and an options appraisal of the potential sites. 

 

The original application and officer comments are contained in the enclosed documents. The 

case for support from the Authority remains the same and the College trustees are actively 

pursuing alternative sources of match funding support which if successful would provide the 

match funding necessary against the SDF allocation. 

1.3 Implications 

 

If the grant condition regarding match funding is relaxed to allow match funding from any 
source the Black Mountains College would be able to invest the time and effort to work up the 

possibilities of this project.  The timing has now become critical if the project has any chance of 

being included in the Mid Wales Growth Deal.   The grant award was made to Black Mountains 

College Ltd to cover the cost of a feasibility study, an options appraisal and the cost of 

employing two staff to manage and contribute to the process over a period of 9-12 months.  

 

1.4 Risk 

N/A 

 

1.5 Conclusion 

 

The Black Mountains College was awarded a Sustainable Development Fund grant for £82,500 

over one year (crossing two financial years) to support the feasibility stage of setting up a new 

college, “Black Mountains College” in the Brecon Beacons National Park.  The initial grant 

award was subject to match funding from Powys County Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S): 

a) Amend the grant condition such that the SDF Award can be matched prior to 

project commencement by match funding confirmed in writing from any 

source. 

  

  


